
 

    

 
 

Christmas 2019 
Dear Alumni 

Last year at this time, we shared an update on our year and developments with Ravenswood 
Alumni.  With wonderful feedback on our 2018 Alumni Newsletter, and Christmas upon us, we 
are sharing highlights of 2019 with you, and our plans for 2020.  We look forward to your 
thoughts and suggestions about the Newsletter and ideas for Ravenswood Alumni serving 
you. 

Update on the new Ravenswood Alumni visual identity 

After working with the School’s design agency and Marketing Department, the Alumni 
Committee approved the new concepts and were delighted with the outcome and excited 
by our new name, look and feel.   

Alumni celebrating milestone reunions in 2019 received invitations (print and digital versions) 
with the new look.  Also, a series of new pull-up banners has been produced which features 
alumni:  Pip Edwards (1997); Jennifer Turpin (1975); Christine Morgan (Krummel) (1978) CEO of 
the National Mental Health Commission and Prime Ministerial appointment as National 
Suicide Prevention Advisor; and Joan Wilson OAM (Tebbutt)(1951). 

2019 reunions 

11 Reunions were held this year, celebrating alumni who left Ravenswood 18 months’, 5, 10, 
15, 20, 25, 30, 40, 45, 50, and 60 years’ ago.  As always, alumni who were part of a cohort at 
any time between Kindergarten and Year 12 are invited, especially those who did not 
complete Year 12 or left to continue at another school.  Once a Ravenswood girl, always a 
Ravenswood girl! 

If you would like to help organise your milestone reunion in 2020, please email 
alumni@ravenswood.nsw.edu.au and you’ll be connected with others from your Year Group 
who have volunteered.  At least 2-3 alumni are needed to organise each reunion and 
preparations begin in February.  Reunions are held between July and October.   
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There is quite a bit of private detective work to locate “missing” alumni to ensure everybody 
receives an invitation, to post invitations, to promote the reunion on social media, gather 
photos and memorabilia for a display or PowerPoint presentation, and event and venue 
management, so please kindle the flame by volunteering!  

Our 2019 Reunions for alumni of 70+ years’ since Leaving and our Golden Girls (celebrating 
50+ years’ since leaving) were postponed from Thursday, 28 November to Thursday, 13 
February 2020 after Sydney’s storms ravaged Gordon in November and left Ravenswood 
closed for two days without electricity.  Surely, an historical first!   

The Golden Girls’ Luncheon on Thursday, 13 February 2020 will be for alumni who left in 1969 
or earlier, and alumni who left 70+ years or more (1949 or earlier) will enjoy a Classroom 
Experience prior to the Golden Girls’ Luncheon. 

For alumni who left in 1970, your first Golden Girls’ Reunion will be held on Thursday, 26 
November 2020.  Together with all other Golden Girls, we are planning a wonderful High Tea 
in the soon-to-be-completed Senior Learning Centre on the corner of Cecil Street and Pacific 
Highway, and a tour of the new building, too. 

The Development and Alumni Office partners with organisers of each reunion to develop an 
invitation, update email and postal addresses, and email and post invitations.  Robbie 
Robertson (nee Pile) (1974), our School Archivist, will help with archival displays for reunions 
and these always get the conversation started! 

To learn of the 2020  reunion dates or to book for reunions, please visit:  
https://www.ravenswood.nsw.edu.au/community/alumni/reunions  

Some stories and photos submitted by organisers of the reunions are shared at the end of the 
Newsletter. 

CareerSearch 2019 

65 mentors (including alumni and current parents) joined us for another successful 
CareerSearch at the end of March for girls in Years 10-12.  The annual event attracted around 
500 girls and their parents who gathered information about career and university options and 
learnt about a range of vocational pathways.   

We were extremely grateful for our alumni’s time and expertise. 
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CareerSearch 2020 and career mentoring  

In 2020, the format of CareerSearch will change to become a series of sessions built around 
specific industry sectors.   

We are calling for alumni mentors who might be available at sessions held during the week of 
23 March 2020.  More information will be sent to alumni interested in mentoring during the 
one-hour sessions.   

To register your interest email alumni@ravenswood.nsw.edu.au and CC your email to 
careers@ravenswood.nsw.edu.au.  

Years 10, 11, and 12 girls will nominate sessions they are interested in attending.  There will be 
five sessions held during the week of 23 March, grouped as:   

o Creative Industries/Architecture/Performing Arts 
o Engineering/Technology/Science/Maths 
o Medicine and Allied Health/Sports 
o Education/Public Sector/Not for Profit, and  
o Commerce/Law. 

The Alumni Committee is also discussing how we can leverage the successful CareerSearch 
initiative in other ways to connect Alumni, with the objective of helping Alumni navigate their 
careers or time at university or other post-school learning opportunities.   

A mentoring program may help Ravenswood students who have commenced at university 
and how they can connect with Alumni at that university.  As Alumni enter the workforce, can 
we help connect them with Alumni who have experienced their profession?  After entering 
the workforce and as they contemplate the future can we connect them with Alumni who 
have been down a similar path and can provide them with mentoring and guidance?  

Conversations held with Alumni, and between Sarah Beresford, Head of Development and 
Alumni, Lisa Boyce, President of Ravenswood Alumni, and Elise McDonald, Career Pathways 
Advisor indicate a strong desire to participate in this type of initiative and help Alumni.  Stay 
tuned as we aim to develop a pilot program in 2020. 

We are now seeking expressions of interest from alumni mentors in the following ways: 

o CareerSearch mentors from all industry sectors to assist Years 10, 11 and 12 girls in career 
mentoring sessions to be held in the week commencing Monday, 23 March 2020 

o On Campus alumni ambassadors from university students happy to organise a 
Ravenswood Alumni Network on campus 
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o Mentors of all ages who are keen to mentor early-career alumni,  
o Mentors of all ages to offer guidance or share contacts with alumni who are transitioning 

to new careers or looking to expand their network 

If you are interested, please don’t delay sending your details to 
alumni@ravenswood.nsw.edu.au and be sure to CC careers@ravenswood.nsw.edu.au. 

Update on Alumni structure 

With the name change to Ravenswood Alumni, we have been considering what the most 
appropriate structure is for Alumni, going forward.  The Committee and a number of key 
stakeholders continue to consider the appropriate legal structure as we move from the 
Ravenswood Old Girls’ Union to Ravenswood Alumni.   

We are making meaningful progress and look forward to sharing the progress with you.  We 
anticipate this to be finalised in the first quarter of 2020. 

Learning from the experiences of other schools 

It proved very beneficial to gain an external perspective at a recent Alumni Committee 
meeting, where we enjoyed presentations by two invited guests, the President of Old Knox 
Grammarians’ Association and former President of the Old Newingtonians’ Union to discuss 
their Alumni experiences and to learn from their experiences and opportunities for their 
alumni.   

The discussions were very valuable and certainly provided the Head of Development and 
Alumni and the Alumni Committee with some areas to consider and reflect upon. 

International Women’s day Breakfast 

One highlight of 2019 was the inaugural International Women’s Day Breakfast, featuring three 
alumni on a panel of four esteemed women from a variety of fields sharing the wisdom and 
advice they have gained throughout the course of their careers and life in conversation with 
Mrs Anne Johnstone, Principal. 

Alumni on the panel included:   

o Penny Gerstle (1983) who is the Sydney Chair and Australian Co-Chair of Human Rights 
Watch Australia and Chair of the Aminata Maternal Foundation, which supports the 
health of mothers and babies in Sierra Leone 

o Kate McLoughlin (1996), the Chef de Mission of the 2016 and 2020 Australian Paralympic 
teams and General Manager of Paralympic Performance, and  

o Sallianne McClelland (1984), the winner of the 2018 NSW Premier's Local Woman of the 
Year Award and President of the Board of the Hornsby Ku-Ring-Gai Women's Shelter. 

Two wise insights shared during the inspiring discussion with the almost 350 guests in the 
Centenary Centre and Assembly Hall, included: 

o “There are so many different paths in life ... if you don’t get what you want straight away 
... there is always a path to get there, it might just be a different route to the one you 
expected.” (Kate McLoughlin), and 

o “Ravenswood gave me an incredible grounding, to go out and conquer the world and I 
did it … very unconventionally – but anything is possible and you don’t have to get your 
name up on those boards or win the blue ribbons, let me tell you.” (Sallianne McClelland) 
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ANZAC Day Service 

We commemorated Anzac Day with a Service featuring the story of alumni Diana Mack, who 
became the School’s first student from Papua New Guinea in the aftermath of World War II 
and began a long line of Ravenswood students from the South Pacific Island.   

Lisa Boyce laid a wreath on behalf of Ravenswood Alumni, with Valmai Cameron (nee 
Kennedy) (1952) to recognise our Alumni who have served, or who are serving, in the 
Australian Defence Force.   It was a solemn and meaningful Service preceded by Morning 
Tea in the Learning Resources Centre where a carefully curated display of historical First World 
War artefacts was put together for guests and students’ learning. 

Together, the Knox Grammar Cadet Unit and our almost 350 Ravenswood cadets comprise 
the largest cadet unit in the Southern Hemisphere.  For Ravenswood girls, the program 
commences in Term 4 of Year 8 and continues throughout secondary school.  It is not 
compulsory for Ravenswood girls, yet almost 145 of this year’s Year 8 girls started their cadet 
journey this School Term and will benefit from being involved and encouraged in their service, 
leadership, teamwork and outdoor skills. 

If you are a serving member of the ADF or a past serving member and would like to attend 
our next ANZAC Day Service, we would very much like to hear from you.  If you email your 
contact details to alumni@ravenswood.nsw.edu.au an invitation will be forwarded to you for 
the 2020 ANZAC Day Service and Morning Tea.  If you are unable to attend, I would still like to 
hear from you, so as to grow our database of alumni who have or do serve with the ADF. 
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Generations Breakfast 

Ravenswood grandmothers, mothers and daughters came together for one of the most 
loved events on the calendar in April.  It was wonderful for alumni to share memories about 
our own school days with the girls and to connect over this special bond.  In delivery a prayer, 
Reverend Humphries spoke of the warmth and connection shared by alumni and our fortune 
to have had the privilege of Ravenswood kindling the flame of our learning for life. 

Lisa Boyce, with her alumni mother and daughter of Year 8 in the audience, spoke of how 
incredibly special it was to have the opportunity to share the occasion with her family and 
reflected on her time at Ravenswood. 

 

  



 

 

  
 

  
 

Bequests and the Fidler Fellowship 

In March of this year, Ravenswood Alumni received a very generous bequest from an alumni 
of the Class of 1958 of almost $25,000 towards our maintaining the Ravenswood Alumni 
Scholarship.  The scholarship contributes to the fees of a daughter (or granddaughter) of a 
Ravenswood alumni during her schooling in Years 11 and 12.   

Gifts of this nature mean the world of difference to our alumni families in being able to share 
the privilege of a Ravenswood education. 

We acknowledge how fortunate we are to have received bequests from Alumni in recent 
times and see this generosity and thoughtfulness as having incredible impact on future 
generations.  It is heart-warming and epitomises the Ravenswood spirit of gratitude, giving 
back, and helping others.   

The Fidler Fellowship is a program which commenced in 2002, named after our founding 
Headmistress Mabel Fidler to honour and recognise those offering a future bequest.  The 
program enables alumni, during their lifetime, to pledge a bequest through their Will in a 
meaningful legacy.  Our Fidler Fellows receive invitations to special tailored events, school 
events, and are recognised for their support of the education of Ravenswood girls. 

If you would like to learn more, please do not hesitate to call Sarah Beresford, Head of 
Development and Alumni, on 02 9498 9953 or email sberesford@ravenswood.nsw.edu.au  In 
the meantime and prior to speaking, some information is listed at 
https://www.ravenswood.nsw.edu.au/community/giving/fidler-fellowship?menu=main  

Ravenswood Australian Women’s Art Prize 

The opening night and announcement of winners was held on Friday, 31 May.  Patron of the 
Art Prize is environmental and public artist and alumni, Jennifer Turpin (1975).  Jenny was 
joined by Ms Kathryn Hendy-Ekers (1984) in judging the artworks.  Kathy is a visual arts and 
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media educator and has taught in a range of educational settings from primary through to 
tertiary, nationally and internationally, including Ravenswood.   

There were four Ravenswood alumni finalists. As finalists, their work was displayed in the Art 
Prize Catalogue which is available at 
https://www.ravenswoodartprize.com.au/2019/artprize/home: 

o Louise Allerton (1982) – page 9 
o Eleanor Amiradaki (2000) – page 9 
o Gina Fenton (2011) – page 28 
o Sally Mayman (1984) – page 44 

Semper Magazine 

Semper Magazine’s Winter Edition (#55) was mailed in mid-July to all alumni with a postal 
address, other than non-subscribers.   The latest, Summer Edition (#56) and previous editions 
of Semper Magazines are viewable on the School’s website at 
https://www.ravenswood.nsw.edu.au/why/communications  
 
Stories of alumni profiled this year include: 
 
o Natalie Kerry (2018), Ashleigh Nicholls (2018), Winny Tsai (2018), Tess Webster (2018), 

Chelsea Hagglund (2018), and Imogen de Lorenzo (2018) were profiled in a women in 
STEM article (pages 12-13). 

o Diana Mack (1953) was profiled on pages 28-29 who entered Ravenswood boarding from 
Papua New Guinea, just after World War II. 

o The involvement of alumni in the Vivid light festival, music and performing arts profiled 
Lucy Keeler (Young) (1999), Kate Moore (1997), Vivian Choi (1997), Natalie Chee (1993), 
Rowena Crouch (1996) and Naoko Keatley (Miyamoto)(1998) 

o Anna Oldmeadow, (1997) and Alison Drury, (1995) on page 13 of the Summer Edition for 
their work in senior diplomatic roles, and 

o Christine Morgan (1978) who is responsible for establishing Vision 2030 for improving mental 
health and suicide prevention in Australia 

Pavers and Pavlovas 

The inaugural Pavers and Pavlovas Afternoon Tea in August recognised and thanked our 
donors to the 2018/2019 Commemorative Paver Program, including 11 alumni.  As we launch 
the 2020 Program, look out for correspondence to secure your personalised paver for the Old 
Girls’ Courtyard! 
 
Pavers are personalised with your own message and are laid in the Old Girls’ Courtyard, the 
site of the tennis court which was formerly outside the Assembly Hall.  Each paver is secured 
by a donation of $500 to the School’s Building Fund, which may be tax deductible.   
 
Once the 2020 Program is launched, you will receive notification and find more information 
on the website at https://www.ravenswood.nsw.edu.au/community/giving/commemorative-
paver-program?menu=main  
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Generations Photograph 

This year, 94 current students who are daughters and granddaughters of alumni mothers and 
grandmothers were invited to participate in the Generations Photograph on 4 September 
2019. 
 
If your daughter or granddaughter is a current Ravenswood student, please diarise the 2020 
Generations Photograph which will be held on Thursday, 30 January (the first week of Term 1). 
 
 
Together, we thank our Alumni Committee and our Patron and Principal of Ravenswood, Mrs 
Anne Johnstone, for their support and enthusiasm for all things alumni.   We are certain that 
Ravenswood Alumni is going from strength to strength and look forward to seeing you in early 
2020. 
 
Wishing you a very joyful Christmas and a wonderful New Year! 
 
Semper ad meliora 
 

  
Lisa Boyce Sarah Beresford 
President, Ravenswood Alumni Head of Development and Alumni 
 sberesford@ravenswood.nsw.edu.au  
 T 02 9498 9953 
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2019 Reunions 

First Reunion (2017 Leavers) on Thursday, 21 February 2019 
70 2017 Leavers enjoyed sunset drinks amidst the new garden furniture, impressive sculptures 
and outdoor lighting in the redesigned Old Girls’ Courtyard with Mrs Anne Johnstone, Sarah 
Beresford (Head of Development and Alumni), Teaching Staff and Lisa Boyce and Alumni 
Committee Members.  
 
5 Year (2014 Leavers) on Friday, 8 November 2019 for Cocktail Reception at the Tilbury Hotel, 
Woolloomooloo, Sarah Selig 
The Class of 2014 met at The Tilbury Hotel for our Five Year Reunion. It was awesome to have 
53 girls in attendance, some of whom travelled from interstate to attend the overdue catch 
up!  It was lovely to catch up over a glass of bubbles and some canapés with those that we 
hadn’t seen in a while - some are travelling overseas, others finishing up their university studies 
and there quite a few who have joined the 9-5 working world. A few were saying they are 
looking forward to the 10 Year but hoping that doesn’t come around too fast! A great night 
and a big thank you to everyone who was able to make it. 
 
10 Year (2009 Leavers) on Saturday, 19 October, 2019 at 12.30pm for Lunch at The Oaks, 
Neutral Bay, Emma Cohen and Amelia Crawford 
We had 40 girls attend our Reunion!  It was great to catch up with everyone, and many 
memories were shared, along with what everyone is up to now.  It seems that we have many 
of our Year living or travelling overseas or interstate at the moment, but we loved getting the 
messages from everybody and look forward to our next Reunion!  
 
15 Year (2004 Leavers) on Saturday, 12 October 2019 at 5.00pm for Drinks then Dinner at The 
Commodore, North Sydney, Shell Pallot (Slater), Anna Ching (Bosch) and Kate Mahilraj 
(Rigby) 
The Class of 2004 celebrated their 15 Year Reunion on Saturday 12th October at the 
Commodore Hotel, North Sydney. The event was well attended, many friendships rekindled, 
memories, stories and laughter shared. The group is looking forward to gathering again for the 
20 year reunion in 2024!  
 

 



 

20 Year (1999 Leavers) on Saturday, 19 October 2019 at 6.30pm for Dinner in the Garden 
Pavilion at The Oaks Hotel, Neutral Bay, Sophie Hartigan and Philippa Stone 
 
39 Leavers from 1999 got together at The Oaks for our 20 Year Reunion for what was a 
wonderful catch up! None of us could believe it had been 20 years as the room was full of 
the same fun and laughter of school years!  
 
We all had such a lovely night that a 25 year catch up has been proposed! 
 

 
 
 
  



 

25 Year (1994 Leavers) on Saturday, 19 October 2019 at 6.30pm for Drinks and Canapés at 
Terminus Pyrmont, Nyree Voysey 
 
Our Reunion was so much fun!!  Over 30 girls attended from the Class of ’94 at the Terminus 
Hotel in Pyrmont.  We had a great time laughing and reliving stories from school days as well 
as catching up on the last 25 years.   
 
It was so good to see everyone and we all convinced each other we all still looked the same 
and didn’t look a day over 18!  Everyone is looking forward to the 30 year reunion already.  
 

 
 
 
  



 

30 Year (1989 Leavers) on Saturday, 21 September 2019 at 6.30pm for Dinner in The Garden 
Room, The Oaks, Neutral Bay, Melissa Ghiazza (Pearson) and Kara Boden (Thomson) 
 
We had a fantastic turnout at The Oaks of around 60 girls from our year. Almost a full a 
contingent of the year’s boarders attended our 30 Year Reunion, with some girls travelling 
from interstate and even Singapore. There were lots of laughs and memories shared.  
 
The connections continued after the night with more funny stories shared on social media 
and friendships rekindled. To those who couldn’t be there we’d love to see you at the next 
one! 
 

 
 
 
  



 

40 Year (1979 Leavers) on Saturday, 17 August 2019 at 4.30pm for School Tour then Dinner at 
6.30pm at The Alcott, Lane Cove, Jenny Wells (Page) and Glenda Stevens 
 
The 79’ers 40 Year Reunion at The Alcott in Lane Cove was a great success. 35 of us came 
from country NSW, Victoria, Canberra and even one from New York.  
 
We reminisced with photos from archives, singing Kindle the Flame and a quiz run by the 
wonderful Glenda. Principal Anne Johnstone joined us in the beginning and gave a 
wonderful insight into the new developments at Ravenswood and somebody even thought 
she was from our year group (we all must have changed soooo much)!   
 
We will definitely be doing a 45 Year Reunion to catch up with those who missed out this year. 
Thank you to all my fellow helpers (Glenda, Sarah Beresford, Lindy, Coke and Sue) who 
helped make it such a wonderful night that finished all too soon. 
 

 
 
  



 

45 Year (1974 Leavers) on Saturday, 13 April 2019 at 5.00pm at Quay West Suites, The Rocks  
Louise Bosch 
 
The Class of 1974 celebrated their 45 Year Reunion overlooking Sydney Harbour at Quay West 
on April 13th, this year.  What a wonderful night!!! Almost one third of the year attended and 
certainly laughter and conversation flowed.  
 
The truly enjoyable gathering was well represented by the boarders, with Prue Wilson, Jane 
Black and Linda (Harris) Brookes travelling far to be there.   
 
Special thanks to Diedre Cordner, Tina (Wall) Emery and Louise (Faulkner) Bosch for organising 
such a successful event. 
 

   
 

 



 

50 Year (1969 Leavers) on Saturday, 16 November 2019 at 5.00pm at Killara Golf Club for 
Drinks on the Terrace followed by Dinner at 6.00pm, Barb Campbell 
 
 
60 Year (1959 Leavers) on Monday, 9 September 2019 at 11.30am for Luncheon at Zali's 
Restaurant, Novotel Sydney Manly Pacific, Maria Benardos (Feros) 
 
The Class of '59 held their 60 year Reunion with a luncheon at the Novotel Manly Pacific Hotel.  
There were 27 in attendance and a wonderful day was enjoyed by all.  There was lots of 
laughter while sharing our memories of Ravenswood.   
 
Several girls travelled long distances to attend, including New Zealand, South Australia, Perth, 
four from Queensland and several from country NSW.  A decision was made to meet again in 
our 80th Birthday Year!! 
 

 


	Christmas 2019
	Update on the new Ravenswood Alumni visual identity
	2019 reunions
	CareerSearch 2019
	CareerSearch 2020 and career mentoring
	Update on Alumni structure
	Learning from the experiences of other schools
	International Women’s day Breakfast
	ANZAC Day Service
	Generations Breakfast
	Bequests and the Fidler Fellowship
	Ravenswood Australian Women’s Art Prize
	Semper Magazine
	Pavers and Pavlovas
	Generations Photograph
	2019 Reunions


